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Important Phone Numbers

Police and Fire
Emergency
9-1-1
Police Non-Emergency
(815) 726-2491
City Hall Information/
Questions
(815) 724-4000

News from the city of Joliet, Illinois

City of Joliet
Winter Snow Event Guidelines

Complaint Line
(815) 724-4005
Water & Sewer
Billing
(815) 724-3820
Building Dept./
Inspections
(815) 724-4070
Public Utilities
(Water & Sewer)
(815) 724-4220
Public Works
(815) 724-4200
Roadways
(815) 724-3650

s the winter season approaches and the possibility of winter snow storms
increase, residents are reminded of the City of Joliet snow removal policies
and actions for the 2016-2017 winter season.
Please take caution during any snow storm. If at all possible, please remain home
while it is still snowing outside. During snow cleanup operations, the City of Joliet
snow plows will inadvertently push snow on sidewalks at intersection corners. This is
unavoidable and it is the responsibility of the adjacent residential/business owner to
remove these snow berms from the corners of intersections.
Residents should get their vehicles off the streets until the city crews have had a
chance to clear the streets. Roadways crews will not return to streets when parked
cars are moved until the following day upon notification from the residents.

Streets

City Manager
Jim Hock 		Street plowing operations are
(815) 724-3720
performed in the following order:
1.
Major Arterial streets, hospital
Mayor
routes, hills, and bridges.
Bob O’Dekirk 		
2.
Subdivision main routes and
(815) 724-3700
collector streets.
3.
All remaining subdivision
Council Members
streets.
4.
Cul-de-sacs and dead ends.
Larry Hug
Note: The City does NOT plow alleys.
(District 1)
(815) 724-3746
Pat Mudron
(District 2)
(815) 724-3749
John Gerl (District 3)
(815) 724-3720
Bettye Gavin (District 4)
815) 724-3745
Terry Morris (District 5)
(815) 724-3742
Brooke Hernandez Brewer
(At Large)
(815) 280-9817
Jan Hallums Quillman
(At Large)
(815) 724-3744
Mike Turk
(At Large)
(815) 724-3747

Snow removal crews work long
hours to keep the streets clear and
safe. We ask for everyone’s cooperation
to help keep streets safe as well.
Remember, snowplow trucks cannot
stop or turn as readily as most vehicles.
Due to the cost of de-icing materials, it

is Roadway Division’s Policy to utilize
salt on major arterial streets and
subdivision main streets and utilize salt
at the intersections only on subdivision
streets. Therefore, it should not be
expected that these streets would
immediately be clear to pavement. A
mixture of sun and traffic is utilized to
help with the de-icing process. Some
snow is left on the street after plowing
because allowances must be made for
manhole lids and other above-pavement
obstacles to avoid damaging snow plow
blades. When plowing is required,
snow “berms” are created across
driveways. The plow operators do not
have control over the “snow berms” of
snow coming off the edge of the blade.
The Roadways Division tries to keep
this problem to a minimum.

During Snowfall Events
The City of Joliet Roadways Division will mobilize
its crews when there is a measurable accumulation of
snowfall or if the winter mix is causing a hazardous
driving situation such as freezing rain. The Roadways
Division is responsible for over 520 miles of roadway
with a fleet of 39 snow plow trucks and a crew of 38
employees. Joliet has a goal of clearing all streets within

Snow Parking Ban
On-street parking is prohibited by City
Ordinance 16900, Section 19-142, for
any snowfall accumulations of 2 inches
or more. Parked cars are an obstacle
to the snow plows. In addition, plowing
around parked cars leaves large areas
of snow and ice on the roadway. Once
the snow plow trucks have cleared the
street by your home or business, you
may move your vehicle back to the
street.
Some older neighborhoods in Joliet do
not have adequate off-street parking
options. In those areas residents are
encouraged to seek permission from
neighbors who have off-street parking
spaces and other parking options such
as commercial or church parking lots
that will allow streets to be clear of
vehicles for all snow clearing efforts to
be effective.
The Joliet Police Department will have
the option of issuing a parking ticket
to the owner of a vehicle left on a city
street during a snow event as well as
having the option of having the vehicle
towed, or both. All towing and storage
costs will be the responsibility of the
vehicle owner.

24 hours after the snow stops falling. Heavier snows
often take longer to clear. Due to the volume of streets
to be cleared of snow and the staffing and equipment
available, snow plows will not return to streets that had
parked cars on them until after the entire snow removal
process has been completed. This will be a day or two
after the initial snow has been cleared.

More Guidelines on page 2

wi n t er gr eet i n gs
Continued from page 1

Shoveling Guidelines
The following are shoveling guidelines for City
of Joliet residents and commercial property
owners.
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Commercial property owners are
responsible for plowing commercial
parking lots, driveways, and public
sidewalks adjoining their businesses.
Residential property owners are
responsible for shoveling or plowing
public sidewalks adjoining their
homes.
Shoveling snow into the street is a
city code violation.
Shovel out fire hydrants that are in
or around your property and around
meters to aid utility meter readers.
Clear sidewalks of snow for the
safety of pedestrians and children
walking to school.
Uncover your mailbox and create a
path for postal vehicles to pull up to
mailboxes.
Help your neighbors. For many
residents, age or medical conditions
make it difficult to shovel snow.

mayor’s message

Hello, 2017
Message from Bob O’Dekirk,
Mayor of Joliet

Mailboxes
The City of Joliet Roadways Division makes
every effort to clear the roads from curb to
curb where cars are not parked on the street.
In many cases of wet snow, the snow or plow
blade may damage/remove mailboxes that are
set close to the street. This is unavoidable.
Mailbox and sod damage complaints will be
dealt with on a case-by-case basis. If you have
mailbox damage please call (815) 724-3651
and if you have sod damage, please call (815)
724-3652.
The City of Joliet will not reimburse for any
mailbox damage on improperly located
mailboxes. The standard and accepted mailbox
placement should be 42 inches measured
from the ground surface to the bottom of the
mailbox. The mailbox should be located so the
front of the box is no closer than 6 inches from
the back of curb. Any questions regarding the
placement of mailboxes should be directed to
the Joliet Post Office at (815) 773-1089.
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2017 has arrived! I hope
all of our residents had
a Merry Christmas and
enjoyed the holiday
season.

plans for the State of Illinois, in a public-private
partnership with CenterPoint, to construct a
truck toll bridge over the Des Plaines River near
Houbolt Road. In October, the City of Joliet had a
groundbreaking ceremony to begin construction
of a new train station. These, along with
numerous other businesses who chose to come
to Joliet this last year, represent hundreds of
millions of dollars being invested in our city and
thousands of jobs which have been created in the
last 12 months.

2016 was an exciting year
here in the City of Joliet.
Bob O’Dekirk
We saw big steps taken
Mayor of Joliet
by the Will County Board
to begin construction
of a new courthouse in
downtown Joliet. In June, Amazon announced
they intended to expand their operation in
Joliet and double the size of their facility. In July,
Governor Rauner traveled to Joliet to announce

I would like to welcome our new City
Councilwoman Brooke Hernandez Brewer
and thank her, the entire Joliet City Council,
and City Staff, for all the work they have done
this last year. I would also like to thank our
first responders, street and water department
personnel for the work they do during the tough
winter months. We all are looking forward to
spring, and I am looking forward to continue to
move our great City forward in 2017.

Dear Neighbor,

If you have any suggestions on what you would like to see included in our newsletter, contact Peggy Thomas,
Communications Coordinator for the City Manager's office, at pthomas@jolietcity.org or call (815) 724-3730.

Winter Preparedness Kits
Vehicle:
• Cell phone and charger
• Blankets/sleeping bag
• Flashlight and batteries
• First Aid Kit
• High calorie non-perishable food
• Extra clothing
• Windshield scraper
• Battery booster cable
• GPS or maps
Work and Home:
• Battery powered NOAA weather radio
• Extra food and water

•
•
•
•
•
•

Extra prescription medication
First aid supplies
Emergency heat source (wood stove,
fireplace, space heater)
Food, water, and shelter for pets
Sand or kitty litter
Shovel

If you must travel, make sure your gas tank is full
and you have a survival kit in your vehicle. Tell
your family and friends where you are going, the
roads you plan on taking, and your expected time of
arrival. If you become stranded on the road during
a winter storm call for help. Do not try to walk to
safety. Stay in your vehicle and attach a cloth to the
antenna or window to indicate you need help. Turn
on the dome light and flashers to make your vehicle
more noticeable.

public works & utilities
-- Reminder --

Daylight Saving Time
Change Your Clocks – Change
Your Batteries: The City of Joliet
reminds residents that when they
adjust their clocks due to the
beginning of Daylight Saving Time
on Sunday, March 12, 2017 at 2
a.m., to also change the batteries
in their smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide detectors. Batteries in a
smoke alarm should be changed at
least twice a year.
The peak time for home fire fatalities is between
10 p.m. and 6 a.m. when most families are
asleep. Smoke alarm maintenance is a simple,
effective way to reduce home fire deaths. A
working smoke alarm can give your family the
extra seconds you need to get out of a home
fire safely. In addition, families should plan and
practice their home fire escape plan, knowing
“two ways out” and how they would assist
children and those who may require assistance.
The following safety tips about smoke alarms
could save lives:
Install smoke alarms on every level of your
home. For extra safety install smoke alarms

both inside and outside any
sleeping areas, especially if you
sleep with your bedroom door
closed.
Keep smoke alarms clean. Dust
can interfere with how your
smoke alarm works. Regularly
vacuum over your smoke alarm.
The “chirping” noise you may hear could mean
your battery is low. Replace the battery right
away.
Replace your smoke alarms about every 10
years. They do wear out, so write the purchase
date with a marker on the back of your smoke
alarm. That way you know when it should be
replaced.
Joliet Fire Chief Joe Formhals reminds residents
that “Making sure the smoke alarms are
working is a simple, effective way to help your
family survive an unexpected fire. A working
smoke alarm can double your chances of
surviving a fire.” Chief Formhals also reminds
residents “to help elderly neighbors and family
members change their batteries as well”.

Cooking Grease Going Down the Drain?
The City of Joliet would like to ask for your help. We have experienced an increase in the amount of
cooking grease that is being introduced into the sanitary sewers. This causes the main to become
plugged and can cause sewer main backups. The cost to clean these mains is on the rise. Help us
keep your utility costs down by placing your grease in the garbage and not in the sink. The City
of Joliet appreciates everyone’s cooperation. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the
Utilities Department at (815) 724-4220.

New At-Large City Council Member
City welcomes Brooke Hernandez Brewer
Brooke Hernandez Brewer was nominated by Mayor
Bob O’Dekirk and approved by the City Council to fill the
at-large city council position vacated by Jim McFarland
at the October 4, 2016 City Council Meeting.
Councilwoman Hernandez Brewer is a lifelong resident
of Joliet, is married and has 3 children.
Councilwoman Hernandez Brewer said she is looking
forward to working with the Mayor, Council, city staff
and all residents of Joliet. For more information on
Councilwoman At Large, Brooke Hernandez Brewer,
you can read her bio on the City of Joliet’s web page at
cityofjoliet.info.

Repair It
or Replace It?
The City provides drinking
water to residential,
commercial, industrial,
and private utilities
covering over 40 square
miles across Will and
Kendall Counties. The
City’s water distribution
system consists of 6
water pumping stations, 3
underground storage tanks,
2 standpipes, 5 elevated tanks,
and 580 miles of water main.
The age of the system ranges
from the 1880s to the present day and sections of the system
are rapidly deteriorating. The deterioration of the system
results in a higher frequency of water main breaks. These
breaks have a significant impact on the City’s expenses
because the City not only pays for the labor, equipment,
and materials to make the repairs, but also must pay for the
water that is lost.
As a water leak occurs or a sewer main breaks, utility crews
will come out and repair it. If it is an isolated occurrence,
then it is fine. But as the systems age, repeated failures are
not acceptable. All too often, utility crews are digging at the
same location of a previous repair.
The water main that broke five times last year and broke five
times this year is likely to break five times next year. The cost
to make the repair and complete the restoration is funded
by the Utilities system. The City is often incurring costs to
repair that are comparable to replacing the system with new
pipe. The “Repair in Place” strategy is not sustainable and
the failing infrastructure needs to be replaced. The Utilities
Department is working to expand its Asset Management
Program, to track which assets are the most expensive to
repair and select what should be replaced.
Investment in the water system now will ensure water and
sewer costs will be manageable in the future. The Utilities
Department is proposing to rehabilitate 5 miles of water
main and sewer main each year for the next five years.
This represents approximately 1% of the system annually.
Additionally, wastewater treatment plant upgrades are
necessary due to changing environmental laws. These
projects are also included in the proposed capital plan.
In order to fund the Capital Improvement Program (CIP), a
series of rate increases are necessary. Beginning 2016 and
continuing in 2017 and 2018, a 7% rate increase will go into
effect on November 1st of each year. The need for future
increases will be evaluated as the program continues.
The current plan is to kick start the Capital Improvement
Program using the State of Illinois Revolving Fund Loan
Program. The cost of the improvements will be deferred
over 20 years using low interest loans and minimizes the cost
impact to the City. To review the proposed 5 year CIP plan,
visit the Joliet Utilities Website at jolietwater.com. Comments
are welcomed.
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for you r i n for m at i on
Illinois
Hardest Hit
Fund
The Illinois Hardest Hit Fund
(HHF) program provides mortgage
assistance to homeowners who
have experienced at least a 15
percent income reduction due to
a qualifying hardship event and
who meet the eligibility criteria.
The assistance allows eligible
households to avoid foreclosure
while they work to regain
employment and financial stability.
The total amount of assistance that
is available to eligible households is
up to $35,000. Payments are made
directly to your servicer.

New Electronics Drop Off Recycling Site Opens
Site will be open every 2nd & 4th
Tuesday of the month from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in downtown Joliet
The City of Joliet and Will County have partnered to open a
new Electronics Recycling Partner site with limited hours
and an ID requirement. The site, which will be open every
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
only, except on holidays, is located in the County Parking
Lot located at the north west corner of South Ottawa
Street and West Marion Street. For Google maps, please
use 57 W. Marion Street to get directions. Absolutely no
items can be dropped off during any other days or times.
All residents of Joliet and Will County are able to drop off
up to two televisions sets per vehicle and other unlimited

amounts of electronics as long as they show ID. That ID
can be in form of a State ID or driver’s license.
Will County has also partnered with Lockport Public
Works, Peotone Police Department, Village of Romeoville
Public Works and the Township of New Lenox to offer
electronic recycling collection opportunities in those
communities to all Will County residents. For information
about dates and times at these locations, please visit
willcountygreen.com
DuPage County, Kane County and parts of Cook County are
currently charging residents $25 to $35 per television or
CRT monitor. Will County deeply appreciates its residents
and communities’ commitment to make electronic
recycling work as intended with manufacturer support.
For more information and for a full list of items that can be
dropped off, please visit willcountygreen.com

2017 Waste Management Holiday Schedule

HHF assistance is provided as a
5-year forgivable loan recorded
on the property. This assistance is
forgiven over the 5-year loan term.
All borrowers approved for the
program will complete a full set of
loan documents. Funds may have
to be repaid to he Illinois Housing
Development Authority if you sell
your home at a profit or refinance
during the 5-year loan term.

The City of Joliet contracts with Waste Management, Inc., to provide collection service for garbage, recyclables, and
landscape waste to City of Joliet residents on 5 different days of the week. On certain holidays, the collection service
does not occur on the scheduled day, but collection service resumes on the following day. The Holiday Collection
Schedule for 2017 is listed below. If you have any questions concerning the schedule or your pick-up day, please contact
Waste Management at (815) 280-7854.

For additional information on the
Hardest Hit Program, please visit
illinoishardesthit.org, or call Will
County Center for Community
Concerns at (815) 722-0722.

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND POST ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR

Summer
Jobs and
Internships
Even though it’s winter, it is
never too early to begin thinking
of a summer job or internship
opportunity. Temporary Summer
job opportunities are posted on
the City’s website in early Spring.
Over the years we have had
opportunities in our Public Works
and Public Utilities departments.
For further information regarding
these opportunities as well as other
City positions, please visit our
website at cityofjoliet.info and click
on jobs.

For those residents who have real Christmas trees this year, set them out at your normal pick up location on your regular
trash day for pick up. You can set it out in one piece if it is 5 feet in length or less. If your Christmas tree measures
more than 5 feet tall, please cut it in half. Christmas trees will be collected through January 31, 2017.

Day

Date

Holiday

Schedule

Monday

January 2

New Years Day*

One Day Late All Week

Monday

January 16

Martin Luther King

No Change/Regular Schedule

Monday

February 20

President’s Day

No Change/Regular Schedule

Friday

April 14

Good Friday

No Change/Regular Schedule

Monday

May 29

Memorial Day*

One Day Late All Week

Tuesday

July 4

Independence Day*

Tuesday-Friday One Day Late

Monday

September 4

Labor Day*

One Day Late All Week

Monday

October 9

Columbus Day

No Change/Regular Schedule

Friday

November 10

Veteran’s Day

No Change/Regular Schedule

Thursday

November 23

Thanksgiving*

Thurs./Fri. Pickup 1 Day Late

Monday

December 25

Christmas*

One Day Late All Week

Monday

Jan. 1, 2018

New Year’s Day*

One Day Late All Week

page 4 • city of joliet • WINTER 2017

* The only holidays that will affect regularly scheduled pick up days in 2017.
YARD WASTE PICK UP RESUMES MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2017

c i t i zen i n volvem en t
2017 Joliet City Council
Meeting Schedule
Meetings of the Joliet City Council are held in the
Council Chambers of the Joliet Municipal Building,
150 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, IL 60432. All
meetings are open to the public.
PRE-COUNCIL MEETINGS
1st and 3rd Mondays at 5:30 p.m. except as noted*
Community Services Council of Will County

giving back
Anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Uniting Americans in National Day of Service
Monday, January
16, 2017 marks the.
Anniversary of the
Martin Luther King,
Jr. Federal Holiday.
Across the country,
Americans will answer
Dr. King’s call to
action: “What are you
doing for others?” by
joining in volunteer efforts to serve their
neighbors and communities.
Students, political and community leaders,
nonprofit, faith-based, educational,
neighborhood organizations and individuals
in Joliet/Will County will complete
community projects that day, including
painting, beautifying schools, serving
meals, and providing voter registration
and much more. Residents of all ages and
backgrounds will help advance Dr. King’s
vision of equality and opportunity for all by
making the holiday a “Day On, Not A Day
Off”— and begin an ongoing commitment
to serve throughout the year.
In the past 11 Years, there have been
14,477 Hours of Service donated to 201
Community Projects. 800 to 1,000 people
volunteer for this service project every year.
Please consider donating your time to this

Schedule of Events
January 16, 2017
Joliet Central High School
Student Center
201 E. Jefferson St, Joliet, IL
Free parking is available
in the school lots
Volunteer Registration:
7:30-8:30 a.m.
Program Launch Breakfast
8:30 - 8:50 a.m.
Projects Completed:
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Project Recap and Lunch
12 p.m.- 1 p.m.
worthy cause this year.
Nonprofit organizations are asked to submit
their (3) hour project requests to the United
Way via fax (815) 723-2814 or via e-mail
mike@uwwill.org no later than January 10,
2017.
Volunteers are asked to register via e-mail
at ewilliams@cc-doj.org or call (815) 7233405, extension 1142.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

january 3*
january 17*
february 6
february 21*
march 6
march 20
april 3 *
april 17
may 1
may 15
june 5
june 19

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

july 5 *
july 17
july 31
august 14
september 5 *
september 18
october 2
october 16
november 6
november 20
december 4
december 18

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS
1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. except as noted*
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

january 3*
january 17*
february 7
february 21*
march 7
march 21
april 3 *
april 18
may 2
may 16
june 6
june 20

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

july 5 *
july 18
august 1
august 15
september 5 *
september 19
october 3
october 17
november 7
november 21
december 5
december 19

The meeting on Monday, April 3, 2017 is a combined Pre-Council
and Regular meeting and will be held at 5:30 p.m. Meetings on
January 3, January 17, February 21, and September 5, 2017 are
combined Pre-Council and Regular meetings and will be held at
6:30 p.m. The meeting on Wednesday, July 5, 2017 is a combined
Pre-Council and Regular Meeting and will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Meetings will be held in an accessible location. If you need a
reasonable accommodation, please contact the City Clerk’s Office
at (815) 724-3780.
Live, online streaming of Regular City Council and Pre-Council
meetings is now available at cityofjoliet.info. Videos and agenda
packets can be accessed by clicking on the link at the center
of the home page for “City of Joliet City Council E-Agenda and
Streaming Video.”
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even t s
around town

Upcoming Events at Gallery Seven
Gallery Seven, located at 116 North Chicago Street
in downtown Joliet is managed by a group of local
artists. This free gallery is open to the public 10 a.m.4 p.m., Monday - Friday, and 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. the
first Saturday of each month. All exhibited work at
Gallery Seven is for sale.

Saturday, February 4, 6-8 p.m.

January 2-27 “A Photographic Encounter” Exhibition
by Gallery Seven Artists

The public is invited to attend the receptions.

February 1-28 “Through My Lens” Landscape and
travel photography by Marianne Folise. Reception

Events planned for
2017 Chicagoland
Speedway Season
Chicagoland Speedway
For the seventh consecutive year Chicagoland
Speedway will kick off the highly anticipated
first race in The Chase for the NASCAR Sprint
Cup. The 2017 weekend will feature four days
of action-packed racing, September 14-17.
The four-day race weekend will start on
Thursday, September 14 with the ARCA Racing
Series followed by the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series race under the lights on Friday
night, September 15. On Saturday, September
16, the NASCAR XFINITY Series will hit the
track as the precursor to Sunday’s NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series showdown on September
17, the first race in the Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup.
For the latest event details and information,
please visit us at ChicagolandSpeedway.com.
Route 66 Raceway
Route 66 Raceway will feature a full schedule
of drag racing in 2017 including the return of
the NHRA Nationals on July 6-9. The National
Hot Rod Association will once again thrill
thousands of fans at the country’s premier
drag racing facility with its unique brand of
high-horsepower entertainment featuring photo
finishes by the world’s fastest race cars that
dazzle with speeds exceeding 300-mph.
For more information on Route 66 Raceway
which is located adjacent to Chicagoland
Speedway on historic Route 66, please visit
Route66Raceway.com.
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March 4-30 “The Chicago Society of Artists” An
exhibition of two-dimensional and three- dimensional
art works by Chicago area artists. Reception
Saturday, March 4, 6-8 p.m.

For more information call (815) 483-4310 or email
gallery7@gmail.com. Their website is galleryseven.
net.

Joliet Public Library - Even Better!
Beginning in December 2016, the Joliet Public
Library (JPL) has made 20 wireless hotspots
available for loan to JPL cardholders exclusively.
A WiFi hotspot is a device you can use to connect
a mobile-enabled device, such as a laptop,
smartphone or tablet, to the internet. The hotspot
is portable and works in any area covered by the
Mobile Beacon 4G network, so you can connect
your device almost wherever you are, like at home,
on the bus or in the park.
Need to move your VHS recordings to DVD or
digital format? Want a banner for your family
reunion event? Need to adjust your appearance in
your vacation photos? The Library has the solution.
The Digital Media Studio, also known as the DMS,
is your answer. Located on the lower level of the
Ottawa Street Branch, the studio is equipped
with both Macs and PCs for industry-standard
image, video, and audio editing. You can design

posters, create and record music or podcasts, build
websites, edit photos, generate animations, and
much more. In addition, DMS users are welcome
to come in to design an object and then observe
the 3D printer in action as it constructs that object
right before your eyes. Some fees may apply.
Going on a vacation and don’t have time to visit
the Library before you go? The Library has the
solution. With your Joliet Public Library card, you
have exclusive access to many electronic resources,
including books, audiobooks, magazines, and
music. What’s even better is that the magazines
and music you download to your device are yours to
keep. With hundreds of songs, thousands of books,
and all the audiobooks and magazines you could
want, what are you waiting for?
Joliet Public Library—still the same but even better!

Joliet Area Historical Museum Events
For further event details as they are scheduled,
please visit jolietmuseum.org or call (815) 7235201 for all of our exciting Museum happenings.
The JAHM is located at 204 N Ottawa St, Joliet, IL
60432. Free parking is available in the Museum
parking lot at the corner of Ottawa and Webster
Streets. Metered parking is available curb side.

•

Gospel Fest – A showcase of stirring melodies
featuring the talent of the area’s diverse
gospel choirs.

•

First Annual Church Roundtable - A
roundtable session which will discuss the
role of the faith community in Joliet’s history

January 16, 2017 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Free Admission from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Local Music Favorites Strung Out and Nova Soul
return to the Museum’s intimate lower level
auditorium for performances in January and
March (Contact Mike Brick, Development Director
at (815) 723-5201 ext. 222 for more info)

February - Black History Month Programming:
Each Thursday in February, the Joliet Area
Historical Museum will feature an entire month of
in-depth special programs to celebrate Joliet’s rich
African-American heritage. Appropriate for all
ages; many of the programs are free to Museum
members. Scheduled events are listed below:
•

Civil Rights Icon, Centenarian and Author
Timuel Black

Now through September of 2017: Check out
the Museum’s Special Exhibit highlighting the
people and achievements of the Joliet Area Sports
Hall of Fame, included with Museum admission
(Contact Heather Bigeck, Collections & Exhibits
Coordinator at (815) 723-5201 ext. 233 for more
info)

li b r ary

Library Events
All programs are free to attend. For more information
or to register visit jolietlibrary.org or call (815) 740-2660.
Ottawa Street Branch: 150 N. Ottawa St., Joliet • Black Road Branch: 3395 Black Rd., Joliet
January 14
2 p.m.
MOVIE IN SPANISH
“VALENTIN” (PG-13)
Ottawa Street Branch
All ages with adult, no
registration required
This award-winning film is
about an eight-year-old living
with his grandmother in
Buenos Aires, after having
been abandoned by his
mother. The story follows
him as he attempts to deal
with his father and his
father’s new girlfriend, and
learns more about his mother
and his family’s past. Enjoy a
free movie and some snacks
at the Library!
January 16
10:30-11:30 a.m.
BABY BLOCK PARTY
Ottawa Street Branch
Birth through 3 years, no
registration required
Children ages 3 and under
and their caregivers are
encouraged to build, create,
and play!
January 21
2-3 p.m.
RECIPE EXCHANGE
“SOUPS”
Ottawa Street Branch
All ages with adult
Bring your recipes and
prepare to swap, discuss, and
chat with others about your
favorite soups while having
a snack!
January 22
2 p.m.
FROZEN SING-ALONG
Ottawa Street Branch All
ages, no registration required
Come sing your favorite
Frozen songs with Elsa and
Anna. Make a craft, play a
game, and take a picture with
the princesses. Don’t forget
your camera.
January 9, February 13,
March 13
6:30-7:15 p.m.
BILINGUAL STORYTIME
Black Road Branch

Ages 3-6, no registration
required
This special storytime for
Spanish and English speakers
will give children exposure to
books and activities in both
languages.
January 31
6-7:30 p.m.
HAMILTON THROWDOWN
Black Road Branch
Grades 6-12, registration
required.
Will you give away your shot?
Come prove your Hamilton
musical knowledge through
trivia, lyric challenges, and
rap battles.
February 2
6:30-8 p.m.
THE GREAT READ KICKOFF
AT JOLIET PUBLIC LIBRARY:
HARRY POTTER MAGIC
Black Road Branch
All ages, registration
required
for the trivia contest
Calling all Harry Potter fans,
this is the year for you! Join
us for the opening events of
the 2017 Great Read literacy
program, where we will be
celebrating 20 years of Harry
Potter magic. Suit up for our
costume contest and play
Harry Potter Trivia for your
chance to win some truly
magical prizes. Don’t
miss being sorted into your
Hogwarts’ house. Learn more
at greatread.org.
February 4
1 p.m.
FRIENDS SPEED DATING
Ottawa Street Branch
Must be 18+, registration
required
Interested in meeting new
people to do things with,
and maybe meet your new
BFF…try our Friends Speed
Dating! You’ll spend 2
minutes talking with each
person in your age bracket
while you enjoy yummy
snacks and laughs! Ages will
be broken down 18-30, 31-40,
50 and up.

February 12
2-4 p.m.
DIY VALENTINE’S DAY
CARDS
Ottawa Street Branch All
ages, no registration required
Wow your Valentines with
original cards. We’ll supply
paper, stickers, stamps,
and hearts galore. You do
the cutting, gluing, and
decorating. Ideas and
inspiration also provided for
the craft-challenged.
February 13
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
PARACHUTE PLAY DAY
Ottawa Street Branch Ages
2-5, no registration required
Children and their caregivers
are invited to join us as we
sing, dance, and play with
parachutes.
February 21
6-7:30 p.m.
ESCAPE THE ROOM
Black Road Branch Grades
6-12, registration required.
Are you up the challenge?
Use your puzzle solving skills
and work together with other
teens to escape the room
before time runs out.
February 25
2 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
HARRY POTTER PHOTO
BOOTH
Ottawa Street Branch All
ages with adult, registration
preferred
Come one, come all. Dress
up with our Harry Potter
props and pose for pictures
with the cast (cutouts).
Submit your photo to the
library for posting on our
Facebook page to enter to
win a $25 gift card.
February 27
4:30-5:30 p.m. or 6-7 p.m.
FAMILY FIELD TRIP – SUE
REGIS GLASS ART
Sue Regis Glass Art-81 N.
Chicago St Suite 103
(Enter from Van Buren Plaza)

Kindergarten and up
with adult, registration
opens February 13
Get “fired” up with local
artist, Sue Regis. Bet you
never knew that Joliet had a
flameworking glass studio,
did you? Here’s your chance
to see a live demonstration,
and find out more about the
glamorous life of a glass
artist.
March 9
6-7:30 p.m.
ZENTANGLE
Black Road Branch
Ages 6-12, registration
required
The Zentangle Method is
an easy-to-learn, relaxing,
and fun way to create
beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns.
Zentangle can be done by
almost anyone. It increases
focus, memory, creativity and
JOY!
March 18
10:15-11:15 a.m.
PAW PATROL PARTY
Black Road Branch Ages 1-6,
registration opens February
27
Oh no! It looks like there’s
trouble in the library. We’ve
heard yelps for help. Please
come and help get our Paw
Patrol team ready for action
through fun games and
activities.
March 28
11 a.m. – 1p.m.
CHALK ART
Ottawa Street Branch
All ages, no registration

required
Drop by to help bring some
color and cheer to the
library’s sidewalks. In case
of inclement weather, we will
bring our art indoors.
March 30
2-4 p.m.
GOOSEBUMPS
Black Road Branch
Grades 2-5, registration
opens March 13
Join us to watch the movie
and try to defeat the
abominable snowman and
other creepy creatures.
(Don’t worry – we won’t let
the blob eat you!)

March 30
3-5 p.m.
BRING ON THE BLING!
Ottawa Street Branch
All ages, no registration
required
Explore and create your
bling with a variety of basic
jewelry-making supplies.
Bring a friend and share the
bling.

Spanish translation
of Newsletter
available online
El Boletín de la ciudad
de Joliet está disponible
en español. Para ver
una copia del boletín en
español, por favor visita
nuestra pagina cityofjoliet.
info/what-s-new/citynewsletters.
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ar ou n d t own

Winter Events
at Billie Limacher
Bicentennial Park

and sponsorship opportunities:
(815) 724-3761

Join us for some fabulous winter events at the park and theatre, located at 201
West Jefferson Street downtown Joliet. For the most up to date information, check
out our Facebook page @blbicetennialpark.org, Twitter feed @BLBPark, visit our
website at bicentennialpark.org, or call (815) 724-3761.
January 21 – February 25
9 a.m.–10:15 a.m. (Grades 1-5, $60)
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. (Grades 6-12, $65)
SATURDAY YOUTH DRAMA CLASS
Open to all levels of interest. Learn creative
dramatics with a fun skit at the end of the sixSaturday workshop. Park registration: (815)
724-3761
January 21
2 p.m. and 7 p.m
“LOCKED IN” PLAY
Cost: $5
An original script by local author, Kimberly

Joliet Park
District
Winter Activities
For questions or more information on any of
the Joliet Park District activities either visit the
Joliet Park District website at jolietpark.org
or call (815) 741-7275. Please note that most
events require pre-registration.
January 7
6 p.m.- 8 p.m. Cost: $15R/$20N
STAR WARS FAMILY EVENT
Multi-Purpose Center, 3000 W. Jefferson
January 28
Various times, 11:15 a.m. – 2 p.m. $10
TALES OF THE UNDERGROUND
Pilcher Park Nature Center – 2501 Highland
Park Dr.
February 11
6 p.m.– 8 p.m. Cost: $10R/$15N
VALENTINE’S SWEETHEART FAMILY
EVENT
Multi-Purpose Center, 3000 W. Jefferson
March 18
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Cost: $9
PIONEER FEST AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Pilcher Park Nature Center – 2501 Highland
Park Dr.
Barber and Oberwortmann Horticultural
Center - 227 N. Gougar Rd

Garrett, “Locked In” is a testament of faith and
patience when 5 church members become
locked in the church for the night. Park tickets:
(815) 724-3761.
January 28
12 p.m. – 6 p.m.
FIRE AND ICE FESTIVAL
Cost: Free Park Admission
*NEW* Ice skate on the band shell. Watch
ice sculpture demos and talented fire
artists. Warm up with some hot chocolate
while watching a movie indoors. Enjoy
fireworks before heading home. Park info

JOLIET PARK DISTRICT PAVILION RENTALS
The Joliet Park District’s park pavilions are
available on a “first come, first serve” basis
and may be reserved in advance for your
event. Reservations may be made the first
business day after January 1 for rentals taking
place in the same calendar year. Park pavilion
reservations may be secured at the Presence
Inwood Athletic Club front desk for Inwood
Park, West Park, Nowell Park, Pilcher Park/
Bird Haven Greenhouse and Inwood Gazebo.
Rentals for the pavilion at Hartman Recreation
Center may be scheduled at Hartman
Recreation Center. Prices vary, and security
deposits are required. For more information,
call 815-741-7275 ext. 100.
JOLIET’S WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE
Make your 2017 New Year’s Resolution a
success. It’s time to commit to getting healthy
and lose that extra weight. Weigh In at the
Park District Fitness Center, 3000 W. Jefferson
St. on January 16 or 17 between 5 a.m. and
8 p.m. Free and open to the public. Use
motivation from the entire community as Joliet
tries to LOSE A TON together. Weigh out is
March 1 or 2, between 5 a.m. and 8 p.m.
TRIPS
Did you know that the Joliet Park District
offers overnight and day trips? There are
currently trips being planned to the Golden
Isles of Georgia (April 23-29) and New York
City (May 4-10) as well as day trips to the
Shedd Aquarium (March 15) , the Chicago
Botanical Gardens (May 3) and Drury Lane
Theater (April 12). Please call (815) 741-7275
for more information.
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February 26
5 p.m.
A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES
Cost: $15
Find out which of your favorite movies win
on this big night, while watching the live
broadcast on the big screen. Enjoy appetizers
and a cash bar. Get your picture taken by
the paparazzi, as you are greeted on the red
carpet. Park tickets: (815) 724-3761
March 12
12 p.m.
Leprechaun Zero K “Run”
Cost: $25 pre-registered, $30 at the door
With the luck of the Irish and a few beer
stations along Bluff Street, everyone can make
it from Jefferson St. to Cass St. Walking and
wearin’o the green encouraged, some running
will be tolerated.
Park registration (815) 724-3761

March 16 - 19
7 p.m. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday and
2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
“BEAUTY AND THE BEAST” PLAY
Cost: Contact School
Enjoy this Disney musical presented by Joliet
Catholic Academy. JCA tickets: (815) 741-0500
x432
March 24
7:30 p.m.
MUSICAL COMEDIAN SKIP GRIPARIS
Cost: $15
Get over your cabin fever with his hilarious
show, “The Guys Who Gave Us Rock!”
Park tickets: (815) 724-3761
March 25
12 p.m.
GUITAR BIZ 101
Cost: $25
Meet successful guitarists David Tilghman,
Kenny Lee and Tamara Martinez and learn
strategies for making it in the business.
Park tickets: (815) 724-3761

Slammers to Host 2017 Frontier
League All-Star Game in Joliet
The Joliet Slammers will
host the 2017 Frontier
League All-Star game July
12 at Silver Cross Field.
“We are extremely
excited to have been
selected to host the
2017 Frontier League
All-Star Game,” said Joliet Slammers President
and CEO Nick Semaca. “It is a great tribute
to our fans, the City of Joliet, and all of Will
County and we are looking for a great week
celebration for the game this coming July.”
An estimated 500 or more Frontier League
players, coaches and fans will be attending
the highly anticipated premier event of the
Frontier League. The event schedule is as
follows:
On Tuesday, July 11, 2017 the Home Run
Derby is set for 7 p.m.
On Wednesday, July 12 the All-Star Game
will take place on at 7 p.m. There will be a
luncheon where Frontier League Hall of Fame
inductees will be recognized. A special guest
speaker will be announced in the coming
months. The luncheon is open to players, staff
and the public.
Individual tickets for both the Home Run

Derby and All-Star game will
go on sale soon. Group pricing
is available and little league
teams will have the opportunity
to shag balls during the Home
Run Derby if purchasing group
tickets for that day.
It will be the first time since
2004 that Joliet has hosted an All-Star game.
Sponsorship opportunities are available for the
All-Star game activities. Interested partners
can contact the Joliet Slammers at (815) 7222287. Fans can stay tuned to jolietslammers.
com for updates regarding the event
throughout the off-season or call the ticket
office at (815) 722-2287.
The Joliet Slammers play at Silver Cross Field
in downtown Joliet, Illinois, and are members
of the professional, independent Frontier
League. The Frontier League is a 12-team
league entering its 25th season of play in 2017.

Rialto Square Theatre
Please visit the rialtosquare.com or
call (815) 726-6600 for events and
pricing.
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