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News from the City of Joliet, Illinois

Exciting Downtown Changes
Exciting things are happening
in downtown Joliet. Be sure
to come down to the Farmer’s
Market or one of the many
street festivals or just come
on down to one of the over 20
restaurants.
From fine and casual dining to
two local brew pubs, we have
it all. A list of all of the summer
events in downtown Joliet can
be found at the back of this
newsletter.

Chicago Street
Corridor Plan
The planning and design process for a revamped Chicago Street
in downtown Joliet is underway. Chicago Street is one of the
region’s most beautiful historic streets and is on the original
alignment of the World-famous US Route 66. Although the uses
along the street have changed over the years, this classic street
has never lost its beautiful urban scale. The current streetscape
is approximately four decades old and is in need of an update to
accommodate current and future businesses and residents.
The Chicago Street Corridor Plan includes two major
components, a re-design of the streetscape from Ruby Street
to Washington Street, and a new square across from the Rialto
Square Theatre. The Chicago Street Corridor Plan is partly
funded by a Local Technical Assistance Grant which was
awarded to the City by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning. The City selected Ginkgo Planning & Design, Inc. to
be the project consultant.
Over the past year, City staff has worked with the project
consultant to refine the conceptual design ideas generated
from feedback received from the Advisory Committee, City
administration, and City staff. In April, a public forum was held
at the Joliet Area Historical Museum to provide an opportunity
for the public to view and offer feedback on the conceptual
design plans.
In May, the City finalized the Plan, which provides direction
for the conceptual design of the streetscape and square. The
next step, the design development phase, will provide detailed
specifications and costs, for a phased approach to actual
construction.
The streetscape concept calls for realignment and straightening
of the street, additional on-street parking spaces, landscape
planters, space for outdoor dining, updated lighting, new
directional signage and gateway public art at key intersections.
Key elements of the design for the square include a large green

space, flexible stage/raised
seating platform, “red carpet”
pavement connecting the
square to the Rialto Square
Theatre, a library garden,
which includes a storyteller’s
corner, a water feature, unique
lighting, seating nooks, and
space for future large–scale
public art.

Joliet Gateway
Transportation
Center
The Joliet Gateway
Transportation Center opened
its doors to the public on
April 11. The new facility, located in at 90 E. Jefferson St. in
downtown Joliet, is a major regional transit hub.
The 10,000 square foot two-story train station building has
Metra and Amtrak ticket offices, indoor waiting areas on both
the first and second floor, elevator and stair access to the new
Metra Rock Island platform and the new Heritage Corridor
platform.
The Joliet Gateway Transportation Center is a key part of the
revitalization of downtown Joliet. The new station facilities
provide a first-class transit amenity for the travelling public.
Joliet will also be a stop along the new Chicago to St. Louis
high speed rail corridor, which is expected to provide more
convenience and additional train service for regional travelers.

Will County Justice Center
The new Will County Justice Center broke ground in December
2017. The 10-story building is being constructed on the site
of the former First Midwest Bank building at the corner of
Jefferson and Ottawa Streets in downtown Joliet.
The 365,000 square foot facility will have improved security, 38
courtrooms, ancillary office space, green roof, cafeteria, and
a pedestrian plaza at the southwest corner of Jefferson and
Ottawa Streets. This project is anticipated to be completed in
2020.

Downtown Residential – Barber
Building
Local developer, Mike Petry, is rehabilitating the Barber
Building located at 66-74 and 7 N. Chicago Street to include
first floor commercial tenant spaces and apartments on the
upper four floors. “It’s Amazing”, a women’s apparel shop,
recently opened in one of the commercial spaces.

s u m m er gr eet i n gs
Fireworks Safety
Promoting Safe & Responsible
use of Consumer Fireworks
While there is no such thing as safe fireworks,
many fireworks-related injuries over the 4th
of July could be avoided by taking basic safety
precautions. As a reminder, only those fireworks
that are legally sold in Illinois are legal to possess
and use in Joliet. Children should never be
allowed to use fireworks of any type without a
responsible adult providing supervision. Even
sparklers burn at temperatures in excess of 1,000
degrees and can cause severe burns. Devices
that produce temporary audible or visible
exhibitions by means of explosion, combustion
or detonation, including firecrackers, Roman
candles, skyrockets, and others are prohibited.
Chinese lanterns are also prohibited by the State
Fire Marshall.

WHERE TO SEE FIREWORKS
July 3
BILLIE LIMACHER BICENTENNIAL PARK
ANNUAL FIREWORKS SHOW
201 W. Jefferson – Free Admission
Live music, games, inflatables, foods and drinks
beginning at 6 p.m. The fireworks will be at
9:30 p.m. and are free to attend. Don’t forget
to bring your blanket. The Park is located on the
west side of the DesPlaines River across from
downtown Joliet.
July 4
JOLIET JULY 4TH FIREWORKS
CELEBRATION
Fireworks at Sunset/Gates Open at 6 p.m.
Joliet Memorial Stadium, 3000 W. Jefferson St.
Open to all ages – Free Admission
Celebrate our Nation’s birthday at Joliet’s 73rd
Annual July 4th Celebration with a fireworks
display synchronized to a stirring soundtrack
broadcast on Star 96.7 FM along with pre-show
entertainment and free admission and parking.
July 3 and July 4
SLAMMERS GAME AND FIREWORKS
1 Mayor Art Schultz Drive
Fireworks will be set off after both of the Joliet
Slammers games.
Game time is 7:05 p.m. both nights. Fireworks
should begin at approximately 10 p.m. each
evening. July 3 will have tickets starting at $2 up
to the all-inclusive luxury skybox special for $45
includes menu of Italian beef, hot dogs, chips,
popcorn, dessert, soda and water. Individuals
and groups can purchase skybox special. On July
4, general admission tickets are $6 or take part
in the BBQ picnic which includes BBQ pulled
pork, BBQ beef, corn salad, chips, soda and
water for only $25. Go to jolietslammers.com
or call the box office at (815) 722-2287 for more
information.

mayor’s message

Hello, Summer
Message from Bob O’Dekirk,
Mayor of Joliet

Dear Neighbor,
Hello to all our residents, and I hope you
are all enjoying summer. After a long
spring that never seemed to end, it is
great to welcome the warm weather.

visit the Gateway Center train station which will be
fully open this summer.
Every year during these summer months
the City of Joliet does extensive road repairs
throughout the city, and this summer will
not be any different. However, in 2017, the
City of Joliet also spent approximately $13
million dollars replacing and repairing over
four miles of new water main and nine miles
of new sewer lines. This work will continue
throughout 2018 as the city continues to
address its infrastructure.

I hope all our residents take advantage
Bob O’Dekirk
of the number of events scheduled this
Mayor of Joliet
summer, including Taste of Joliet, Joliet
I hope all our residents enjoy a safe and fun
Slammers baseball, NHRA and NASCAR
summer. Please remember that there is a
racing, Splash Station waterpark, or any
local ordinance prohibiting illegal fireworks within
of the many events scheduled for downtown and
the City of Joliet which carries a $500 fine. The Joliet
Bi-Centennial Park. Please be sure to visit Route 66
Police Department will take action and enforce this
Stadium to see the new field turf which has been
ordinance, so celebrate your holiday safely. Enjoy
installed and keep an eye open for the expanded
your summer!
calendar of events occurring there. Also, be sure to

Building Permits
Most people are aware that permits are required for
new construction, but did you know they are also
required for roofs, siding, fences, decks, pools, and
remodeling?

If you are uncertain if permits are required for your
project, please feel free to contact Building Services
at (815) 724-4070.

Annual Water Quality Report
The Department of Public Utilities publishes an annual water quality report which explains where the City’s
water comes from, the treatment process, and how it is delivered to our customers. This year’s report was
released in June. The report can be found at http://www.cityofjoliet.info/waterqualityreport or a paper copy can
be obtained by calling (815) 724-4230.

Stay Connected…

Staying connected with what’s going
on in our City is the perfect way to
be involved. Check out these social
media options that are geared toward
keeping you informed of what’s going
on. Like and Follow us for important
city information/announcements, job
postings, downtown events and more.

FACEBOOK

twitter

@TheCityof Joliet
City of Joliet,
Illinois
Government
Joliet Police Department
Joliet Fire Department

smart message
community
alerts
To sign
up visit
cityofjoliet.info/
smartmessage

Spanish translation of Newsletter available online
El Boletín de la ciudad de Joliet está disponible en español. Para ver una copia del boletín en español, por favor
visita nuestra pagina cityofjoliet.info/what-s-new/city-newsletters
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public works & utilities
PUBLIC UTILITIES

Road Work

The Department of Public Works annually performs maintenance overlays on various streets within the
City of Joliet. The City normally expends $1.5 million per year for this program. The 2018 City wide street
resurfacing program shall be in the amount of $2,913,751.00.
Homeowners are advised to seek alternative routes when a given street is being resurfaced accordingly.
Please feel free to call the Department of Public Works at (815) 724-4200 should you have any further
questions regarding the 2018 Roadway Resurfacing Program.
The following is a listing of streets to be resurfaced with the 2018 Roadway Resurfacing Project:
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.
8.
9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.

20.

Addleman Street
(Theodore Street – Fiday Road)
Aladdin Court
(Brookfield Drive – West Dead
End)
Alamo Drive
(Calla Drive – Bunker Hill Drive)
Algonquin Street
(Elgin Avenue – Cleveland
Avenue)
Arizona Avenue
(2nd Avenue – E. Washington
Street)
Autumn Drive
(Theodore Street to Addleman
Street)
Belmont Avenue
(N. Briggs – Algonquin Street)
Bennett Avenue
(Linden Avenue – 4th Avenue)
Boulder Avenue
(E. Washington Street – N. End)
Briarcliff Drive
(Hawthorn Drive – Red Oak
Court)
Brighton Lane
(Bedford Drive – Pebble Beach
Drive)
Calla Drive
(Alamo Drive – Little Big Horn
Drive)
Campbell Street
(N. Prairie Avenue to N. Reed
Street)
N. Center Street
(US Route 30 – Ruby Street)
Chase Avenue
(Royce Avenue – Henderson
Avenue)
Cora Street
(Frank Avenue – Russell Street)
Cornelia Street
(Taylor Street – Douglas Street)
Crested Butte Trail
(Stoneybrook Drive – Sun Valley
Drive)
Delrose Street
(T. Hickey Drive – Theodore
Street)
W. Division Street
(N. Broadway St. – N. Bluff

21.

22.
23.
24.

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.
37.

38.

39.

Street)
Edgerton Drive
(Ingalls Avenue – Midhurst
Lane)
Essington Road
(Glenwood Avenue – 250’ south)
Frederick Street
(Ingalls Avenue – Curtis Avenue)
Gallatin Drive
(Cumberland Drive to Hastings
Drive)
Garvin Street
(Luther Avenue – Cutter
Avenue)
Grover Street
(3rd Avenue to 4th Avenue)
Harwood Street
(Sterling Avenue – Elgin
Avenue)
Henderson Avenue
(Cleveland Avenue – Williamson
Avenue)
N. Hickory Street
(Marble Street – Granite Street)
Ingalls Avenue
(Joliet Junction Trail – N. Larkin
Avenue)
Jack Rogers Lane
(John Bourg Drive – Ruth
Fitzgerald Drive)
E. Jackson Street
(Leach Avenue – Fairbanks
Avenue)
John Bourg Drive
(Jack Rogers Lane to Peyla
Lane)
Lake Pointe Drive
(Cedar Pointe Drive – Orchard
Pointe Dr.)
Longwood Drive
(Basswood Road – Belmont
Avenue)
May Street
(Ingalls Avenue – Curtis Avenue)
Meadowsedge Lane
(Trailsend Lane – Arborsedge
Drive)
Michas Drive
(Caton Farm Road to Fire
Station)
Munroe Street

40.
41.

42.

43.
44.

45.
46.

47.
48.

49.
50.

51.
52.

53.

54.
55.
56.

57.
58.

(Pleasant Street – W. End)
Munroe Street
(Water Street – W. End)
Pleasant Street
(McDonough Street and Munroe
Street)
Red Hawk Drive
(Caton Farm Road – White Eagle
Drive)
Richmond Street
(Woodlawn Avenue – W. End)
S. Ridge Road
(W. Bernhard Road – W.
Schweitzer Road)
Riverside Drive
(Bronk Road to Bunratty Lane)
Second Avenue
(Sherman Street – Hickory
Creek)
Spruce Slip Street
(Chicago Street – E. End)
Sterling Avenue
(Mohawk Street – Blackhawk
Street)
Summit Street Alley
(Moran Street – Ross Street)
Taylor Street
(Larkin Avenue – Westminster
Road)
Taylor Street
(N. Reed to N. Midland Avenue)
Theodore Street
(Drauden Road to County Line
Road)
Tina Circle
(Hickory Creek Drive – North
Dead End)
E. Washington Street
(Hickory Creek – R.R. Tracks)
Waverly Place
(Ingalls Avenue – Curtis Avenue)
Whiteside Drive
(Glenwood Avenue – Douglas
Street)
N. William Street
(Ingalls Avenue – Curtis Avenue)
Winter Court
(Autumn Drive – South Dead
End)

Sewer Rehabilitation
Program - Year Two
Construction to Begin
In 2016 the Department of Public Utilities prepared
a Five-Year Rehabilitation Program for the sanitary
sewer system with the goal of improving the
structural integrity of the system and reducing the
occurrence of basement back-ups. The projects will
be funded with low interest loans from the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency. Construction of
the year two projects is anticipated to begin in June
2018 and will continue for approximately one year.
The sewer main rehabilitation projects consist of
rehabilitation of existing sewer mains and manholes
that have been found to be defective and are
sources of inflow and infiltration. A variety of nodig construction methods will be utilized including
sewer main lining, grouting, and manhole coating.
Also included in this year’s program is separation
of the combined sewer system through installation
of a 60” storm sewer in the downtown area. Work
on the storm sewer will be completed at night to
minimize disruption. A list of the 2018 projects is
below. For more information about the Five Year
Sewer Main Rehabilitation Program please visit the
City’s website: cityofjoliet.info/departments/publicutilities/programs-projects/sewer-rehabilitationplan.

2018 Sewer Rehabilitation
Projects
•
•
•

Parkview: Sewer lining and manhole
rehabilitation
Forest Park: Sewer lining and manhole
rehabilitation
Downtown: Sewer lining, manhole
rehabilitation, and storm sewer installation

Residents who live in the project areas identified
above are encouraged to sign-up for the City’s
Smart Message – Community Alert system to
automatically receive project updates and alerts.
To enroll visit the City’s website homepage
cityofjoliet.info, click on I WANT TO in the top
ribbon, then click on STAY INFORMED. If you
would like more information about the 2018 projects
or have any questions about the sewer system
rehabilitation program please call the Department
of Public Utilities at (815) 724-4220.

Maintaining Storm Drains
Join volunteers across the city to maintain storm
drains, a critical part of our utility infrastructure.
Your efforts to monitor and keep your local catch
basin clear of leaves and other debris year round
are a big help to you, your neighbors, and the
quality of life we all come to expect. Thanks for
doing your part.
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2018 Hydrant
Flushing
Program
The City conducts a fire hydrant
flushing program every year.
Hydrant flushing is necessary
to clean and maintain the water
distribution system. During
the flushing period, water can
become discolored. If this
occurs, run your water tap for
a few minutes until the water
clears. If this does not correct
the problem, wait approximately
one hour and try again. Do
not run your hot water until the
cold water tap has cleared. This
discoloration is not hazardous to
human consumption, however,
clothing can become stained
during laundering.
The Fire Department takes
precautions to reduce the
impact of possible rusty water.
The City of Joliet can provide
a chemical that removes rust
from clothes in a washing
machine, however, be cautioned
that affected clothes must
not be dried until they have
been properly run through a
rinse cycle with the chemical
included. The chemical is
available at any Fire Station.
For those without
transportation, call the Water
Department (815) 724-4220 or
the Joliet Fire Department (815)
724-3500.
The testing program will be
conducted Monday through
Friday between 8 a.m. and
4 p.m. The hydrant testing
will continue through the fall
depending on the weather.
There will be a Media Release
by the City of Joliet announcing
the actual dates and locations
of the hydrant testing and that
information will be available on
the City’s website at cityofjoliet.
info.

FIRE PIT safety
The Joliet Fire Department would
like to remind residents of the proper
methods for using a commercial fire pit
within the city limits.

Commercially sold steel outdoor fire pits that are on legs
attached to a steel bottom, wire mesh sides and a top are
approved.
A fire extinguisher or garden hose must be available to
extinguish the fire, if necessary.
Approved outdoor pits shall be at least 15 feet away from a
structure or fence.
Fuel (wooden or artificial logs) shall fit inside the confines
of the wire mesh and the top shall be in place to be legal.
Wooden pallets, treated deck wood, leaves, dimensional
lumber, or garbage shall not be used as fuel in an outdoor
fire pit.
Be aware that although it is legal to burn in an approved
outdoor fire pit, if it is believed to be offensive or
objectionable by the complainant due to smoke, flames,

sparks, or odor omissions, then the homeowner shall
extinguish the fire immediately. In addition, a police
officer on the scene may issue a compliance ticket to
the homeowner for creating a public nuisance or being
in violation of the International Fire Code 2003 Section
307.2.2 “Prohibited Open Burning” which states:
“Open burning that will be offensive or objectionable
because of smoke or odor emissions when atmospheric
conditions or local circumstances make such fires
hazardous shall be prohibited. The fire code official
is authorized to order the extinguishment by the
homeowner or the fire department of open burning
which creates or adds to a hazardous or objectionable
situation.”

Tree Care News from the City Arborist
Tree watering is an important part of tree care. Guidelines
to water properly are:
Water newly planted trees immediately after planting.
Water trees for the first two years after planting because
trees expend lots of energy getting roots established in
the first two growing seasons. During periods of heat and
drought, trees have difficulty surviving. Provide water
and cover soil with wood-chip mulch in a circle around the
base-not touching the trunk. If the soil is moist two inches
into the ground, checked by making a hole with a trowel
and touching the soil, that is sufficient. After two years,
tree roots should be established, but watering may still be
beneficial in periods of drought.
Tree pruning and trimming is an ongoing important process
throughout the life of a tree. After selecting the right tree
and carefully planting it, early pruning is the most important
thing you can do for a young tree.
Light pruning and removal of dead wood can be done
anytime, but different tree species may differ in guidelines
to pruning. Summer pruning should be done after seasonal
growth is complete. It may be done for corrective purposes.
Defective limbs can be seen more easily and limbs that hang
down too far under the weight of leaves are more noticeable.
If pruning to enhance flowering for trees that bloom in the
spring, prune after flowers fade. For trees and shrubs that
flower in mid to late summer, prune in winter or early spring.
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When not to prune: Because decay fungi spread their spores
profusely in the fall and healing of wounds seems to be
slower in fall on cuts, it is best to refrain from pruning.
Oak trees, however, should only be pruned from October to
the end of March, when they are dormant to protect from
oak wilt which is spread by flying insects.
Rules for pruning trees:
Never remove more than ¼ of a tree’s crown in one
season. For most deciduous trees (those that drop their
leaves in fall), don’t prune more than 1/3 of the tree’s total
height. Most trees should have a main trunk. Identify the
best leader and lateral branches to keep before you begin
pruning. There is no need to paint or seal cuts. This does
not prevent or stop decay. A tree heals naturally if pruned
correctly.
Keep tools sharp. Pruning sheers with curved blades
work best on young trees. For higher branches use a pole
pruner. Major pruning jobs on big trees should be done by
a professional arborist. For larger branches, cut outside the
branch bark and ridge collar (swollen area).
Do not leave a protruding stub. If the limb is too small to
have formed a collar, cut close. When simply shortening a
small branch, make the cut at a lateral bud or another lateral
branch. Leave a bud that will produce a branch that will
grow in the desired direction (usually outward).

for you r i n for m at i on
online

buying safety

Joliet Slammers
The Joliet Slammers have an exciting line-up of
promotions and family fun planned for the second
half of their season. June games tout Country
Night on Friday, June 22 with post-game fireworks,
90s Night on Saturday, June 23, and Happy 40th
Anniversary Grease on Saturday, June 30.

Some things you need to know when
buying online or from cell phone Apps

At the Joliet Police Department, we have received
calls from people who wish to exchange items from an
online sell or purchase. They ask if they may do so at
our department. We inform them that they may use our
parking lots. If anybody had a diabolical plan in mind,
they are certainly not going to agree to meet at a police
station. Craigslist reports about 80 million ads on its site
each month, so even if you haven’t met a stranger to buy
or sell something online, chances are you know someone
who has. The overwhelming majority of transactions go
smoothly, but the site has a history of being co-opted by
criminals on occasion.
Aside from Craigslist, the Joliet Police Department has
been investigating several complaints where the suspects
are communicating with the victims through apps such
as LetGo, OfferUp, and others. The problem isn’t the
apps, it is the suspects who are using the apps to take
advantage of honest persons and facilitate these crimes.
Criminals create fake user profiles to entice prospective
buyers or sellers. These criminals then set meet locations
that are familiar to the criminal and may not be to the
prospective buyer or seller. Below are a few things you
should know for your safety and security when it comes
to online purchases and utilizing these apps:
•

•
•

•

Don’t reveal personal information - Remember
this is a business transaction, so never reveal Social
Security numbers, home or business addresses or
banking information.
Keep your cell phone close - Have a cell phone
in your hand during the entire transaction and be
ready to call 911 at the first sign of trouble.
If selling a cell phone - Take a screen shot of the
device’s serial number on the device information
screen and send it to a different device. In the case
of selling other electronics, write down the serial
numbers.
Don’t use your personal email - Use an
anonymous email address to communicate with the
buyer or seller.

•

•

•
•
•

•

Disable caller ID - Disable caller ID when calling
the buyer or seller on the phone. Most cell phone
and landline carriers offer this by dialing *67 before
making the outgoing call.
If it’s a high-priced transaction, do it at a
bank - The higher the price of the item involved,
the higher the risk of the transaction. Conduct
these transactions at a banking facility so a banking
professional can confirm the funds have been
delivered successfully. If you are receiving cash
from a person, examine the currency you receive
prior to completing the deal. Criminals sometimes
use counterfeit currency.
Always meet during the day - Never conduct
your transactions at night.
Never meet at home - Find a neutral site to meet
-- never at your or someone else’s home.
Tell someone - Tell a trusted friend or family
member what you’re doing and have another
trusted friend or family member accompany you to
the transaction.
Always meet in a public place - Most police
departments will be happy to accommodate you,
and the City of Joliet’s Police Station is open 24/7.
Never meet in a location that you feel is unsafe.
Your spider senses will alert you.

The east side Police Station lobby, located at 150 W.
Washington St. in downtown Joliet, is available from
8 a.m. until 9 p.m. seven days a week. The west side
Police Station lobby, located at 7196 W Caton Farm Rd,
Plainfield, is available from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

The month of July kicks off with the Slammers big
Fourth of July celebration with games July 3-5.
On Tuesday, July 3, Slammers fans can purchase
reserved seat tickets for as low as $2 as part of the
Slammers $2 Tuesday promotion. In addition, the
Slammers will feature post-game fireworks. On
Wednesday, July 4, fans can attend the community
BBQ picnic in left-field before the game. Tickets
run $25 per person and include a game ticket
and buffet of BBQ pulled pork, BBQ beef, corn,
salad, chips, soda and water. Fans can enjoy postgame Fireworks. Military Night will be held on
Wednesday, July 5 with free tickets to veterans and
active military members.
Other big nights to watch for the remainder of the
season include Superhero Night on Friday, July 27
with a pre-game charity softball game between
the Joliet Police Department and Fire Department.
Funds raised will benefit Easter Seals Joliet Region.
The night will feature superhero characters and
honor real life superheroes. On Saturday, July 28,
the Slammers host their second Princess Night of
the season with princess characters at the game
and post-game fireworks.
Heading into August, Harry Potter Night will be
on Friday, August 17, followed by the Slammers
Faith Night on Sunday, August 19. The final home
series of the season will run August 31- September
2, featuring Fan Appreciation on September 2 with
giveaways galore and post-game fireworks.
The Joliet Slammers are a professional minor
league baseball team that play in downtown Joliet
at Route 66 Stadium located at 1 Mayor Art Schultz
Drive, Joliet, IL 60432. Fans can enjoy the many
facets of fun and entertainment the Slammers
offer. Family get-togethers, church groups, day
camps, youth sports teams, fundraising groups,
even businesses looking for a corporate hospitality
option – the Slammers can accommodate groups of
all types from 20 guests to 200+.
Fans can enjoy a wide variety of menu items from
traditional ballpark hotdogs or pulled pork cheesy
nachos to the Slammers own grilled chicken pesto
sandwich. Enjoy ice cold beer, cocktails, wine, and
soda served all summer from our concessions and
exclusive party areas like the left field rooftop or
luxury suites.
Individual ticket prices start as low as $6. Catch
fun promotions all season like $2 Tuesdays,
Fireworks Fridays and team autograph Sundays.
For a full list of 2018 promotions or to purchase
tickets, fans can visit jolietslammers.com or
call (815) 722-2287.
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Billie Limacher
Bicentennial Park

Summertime at the Park! From live
performances to film, we have something
for everyone. Parking is free. Location: 201
West Jefferson Street. (815) 724-3761,
bicentennialpark.org. Volunteer opportunities
are available.

June 21 – August 30 » 6:30 p.m. Thursdays
CONCERTS ON THE HILL
Free admission
The 44th season of free concerts continues.
Come enjoy a variety of local talent. July 19
is Veteran’s Night, August 2nd is Dog Days,
and August 16th is the fan favorite Polka Fest.
Close the season with the JTHS Orchestra and
the Joliet American Legion Band.
June 22 – 24 » 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
2 p.m. on Sunday
JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
$15 adults and $10 student and seniors
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of this Andrew
Lloyd Weber classic. Fun for the entire family,
“Go, Go, Go” see Joseph with our talented
local cast and live pit band.
July 3 » 6 p.m.
INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION
Free. Come and enjoy the live music, food,
drinks, and family fun. Admission is free and
so are the fireworks over the river, which
begin at 9:30p.m..
July 14 - 15 » 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
KISS ME KATE
$5 admission
Summertime On Stage presents their full
length musical, a jazzy, fun Cole Porter classic.
July 21 » 5 p.m.
BATTLE OF THE BANDS
$5 admission
Our 4th annual Battle of the Bands is your
chance to get a variety of quality music
entertainment. Presented outside on the
band shell, so bring your chairs and blankets.
Concessions and beverages are available.
July 27 – 29 and August 3 - 5
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday
and 2 p.m. Sunday
THE MUSIC MAN
$15/ $12 students and seniors
The Joliet Drama Guild brings a favorite
musical for the whole family. With his
fast-talking style, “Professor” Harold Hill
convinces the parents of River City to buy
instruments and uniforms for their youngsters
in order to save them, but chaos ensues as

Hill’s credentials are questioned and he is
called upon to prove himself to the citizens of
River City.

August 11 » 4 p.m.
JOLIET BLUES FESTIVAL
Admission: $10 advance/$15 door
Celebrate a part of Joliet’s history with this
new outdoor blues festival. Featuring Jim “Big
Dog” Mercer, The Hepkats, Blues Victim, Mike
Wheeler Band, and Jamiah “Blues Superman”
Rogers Band. Food and beverages available.
August 18 » 12 p.m. (noon)
TADA Annual Picnic & rally
Free admission
A chance for the disability community to come
together and celebrate their achievements.
August 25
YOUR TABLE’S READY
$5 admission. An original adult faith based
play by Kimberly D. Garrett. Are you ready for
your turn at the table?
September 8 » 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. (noon)
THE APPLE SHOW
$5. An original show for the youngest
audience, pre-school and kindergarten,
and celebrates diversity. There are so many
different types of apples but they all taste
sweet. An original play by Kimberly D. Garrett.
September 15 – October 20 » 9 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. Saturdays
A CLASS ACT DRAMA CLASSES
$65 ages 6 – 11 and $75 ages 11 – 18
Our younger class learns the basics of theatre
and presents a one act play on the last class.
Our older class focuses on auditions, improv
and character analysis.
September 15 » 2 p.m.
OKTOBERFEST
Free Admission. Celebrate the end of summer
with a new festival featuring local breweries,
My Grain and Elder Brewing, a traditional
Oktoberfest with a parade and official keg
tapping, live music and fun.
September 21 – 23 and 28 – 30 » 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday
LEND ME A TENOR
$12 advance/ $15 door
Latitude 41° presents the riotous tale of
mistaken identities and unexpected romance
at the opera. For more information: (331) 7252841 or online at lat41.org.
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Summer Heats Up
at Route 66 Raceway &
Chicagoland Speedway
June 28 – July 1 » ALL DAY
STARS & STRIPES
NASCAR WEEKEND
Chicagoland Speedway,
500 Speedway Blvd
Cost: General Admission
and Reserved Tickets
start at $55. Kids tickets
are free on certain
days and $30 off for the
Overton’s 400
NASCAR returns to
Chicagoland Speedway
with new dates of June 28
– July 1. The weekend kicks
off June 28 with ARCA Racing
Series SCOTT 150 followed by
the NASCAR Camping World
Cup Series Overton’s 225 on
Friday Night with post-race
fireworks. The drivers of the
XFINITY Series will race against
some of NASCAR’s biggest stars
on June 30 in the Overton’s 300.
This is where history begins
as the drivers look to not only
capture a championship, but
also make their way into the
ranks of NASCAR’s best. The
stars of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series return as
the Chicagoland Speedway Stars
and Stripes Weekend culminates
with the Overton’s 400 on July 1.
Tickets are still available. Don’t
miss it!
July 14 » 12 p.m. - 9 p.m.
BURNDOWN AT SUNDOWN
Route 66 Raceway, 3200 S.
Chicago St.
Cost: $20 Adults/$5 Kids
Gear up for Route 66 Raceway’s
Most Explosive Event! Over 500
race cars, 250-mph dragsters
and funny cars, jets cars and
wheelstanders on the track. Off
the track, we heat it all up, too.
This year, you’ll witness even
more pyro, with an all-new fire
show and some surprises in
store once the sun goes down.
August 18 » 12 p.m. - 9 p.m.
D’ARCY BUICK GMC ROUTE
66 CLASSIC
Route 66 Raceway, 3200 S.
Chicago St.
Cost: $20 Adults/$5 Kids
While in its eighth year, this

event has recently been
reimagined and loaded with an
unprecedented level of content
that will not only pay homage
to early drag racing and hot
rod culture but will present
a quarter-mile blast down
memory lane for any historical
enthusiast. Fans will leave the
21st century when they enter
the gates and be propelled into
the era of poodle skirts, pin-up
girls, sock hops and more.
September 16 » 12 p.m.
SUPER CHEVY SHOW
Chicagoland Speedway, 500
Speedway Blvd
Cost: $12 Adults in advance/
$5 Kids
The pages of Super Chevy
Magazine will come to life
with the largest collection
of Chevrolet vehicles in one
place ranging from classics to
modern, all looking to take home
the best in class award and a
coveted Super Chevy Show
jacket. The show will feature an
all GM car show which will be
professionally judged by a panel
including Event Director Ron
Fetter.
For more the information visit
chicagolandspeedway.com and
route66raceway.com or call
(888) 629-7223.

c alen d ar
Library Events

All programs are free to attend. For more information
or to register visit jolietlibrary.org or call (815) 740-2660.

Ottawa Street Branch: 150 N. Ottawa St., Joliet • Black Road Branch: 3395 Black Rd., Joliet
July 10 » 1:30-2:30 p.m.
SLIME TIME
Ottawa Street Branch
Grades 3-7, registration opens
June 25
You love it. Your friends love it.
Parents love not having to clean up
after it. Come out to the library and
make different types of slime.
July 11-Aug 1 » 12-1 p.m.
LUNCH BUNCH
Ottawa Street Branch
Children of all ages with adult, no
registration
Join us on Mondays and
Wednesdays for a free box lunch.
July 11 » 6-7 p.m.
SPECIAL NEEDS PAINTING
NIGHT
Black Road Branch
Grades 5-12, registration opens
May 1
Tweens and teens of all abilities
are invited for a hands-on painting
experience.
July 12 » 4-5:30 p.m.
YOUTH FOR PEACE

Ottawa Street Branch
Grades 5-12, no registration
Learn new languages, make friends
with youth all around the world,
and be the change for peace on the
planet.

should be familiar with basic
computer use.
Discover the power of Photoshop in
this two part, hands on class. Both
classes will be held in the same
week.

July 12 » 2-4 p.m.
THE WILD WORLD OF WII
SPORTS
Ottawa Street Branch
All ages with adult, no registration
Come and participate in a wide
variety of interactive sports via Wii
Sports, all from the comfort of our
air conditioned Meeting Room B.

July 17 » 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
VIRTUAL REALITY
EXPERIENCE
Black Road Branch
All ages with adult, no registration
Take a vacation without leaving the
library. Stop by our Virtual Reality
(VR) booth near the front of the
library to try our VR glasses and
experience puzzles, games, and
new lands in a whole new way. To
play, you must have a waiver signed
by your guardian.

July 13 » 4:30-7 p.m.
TEEN LASER TAG
Black Road Branch
Grades 9-12, registration opens
May 1
Join us for an after-hours game of
laser tag. Note: Once the library
closes teens will not be allowed in
and cannot leave until 7 p.m..
July 16, 17 » 6:30-8:30 p.m.
INTRO TO PHOTOSHOP 1 & 2
Black Road Branch
Adult, registration required. Patron

July 21 » 1-3 p.m.
ROBOT EXPO
Black Road Branch
Children of all ages with adult, no
registration
Drop in and tinker with a variety
of robots for kids, tweens, and
teens. Check out our VR system,
competition robots, and more.

Joliet Area Historical Museum Activities
The Joliet Area Historical Museum
is located at 204 N Ottawa St,
Joliet, IL 60432. Free parking is
available at the corner of Ottawa
and Webster Streets. Metered
parking is available curb side.
For more information, please visit
jolietmuseum.org or call (815)
723-5201.
Now through November 4
LAST CALL FOR ALCOHOL!
Visit the museum to learn more
about the history of Joliet’s
breweries.
Now through September 3rd
BLUE STAR MUSEUM
PROGRAM
Free admission into the Museum
for active military members and
their immediate family members.
Memorial Day through Labor Day.
Now through August 28 » 10 a.m.
– 12 p.m.
TUESDAY TALKS
Joliet Area Historical Museum
Half Price Admission
Different talk or tour each week
starting at 11 a.m., Half Price
Admission from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
(noon)

July 13 » 7:30 p.m.
ROOFTOP CONCERT – GREAT
MOMENTS IN VINYL
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop
$8 Museum Members/Students &
$10 General Public
Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and show
starts at 7:30 p.m.
Register on-line at jolietmuseum.
org or call Mike at (815) 723-5201
ext. 222

June 26 - June 27 »
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
NASA STEM TRAINING
SUMMER WORKSHOPS AT
THE MUSEUM
Museum’s Lower Level Auditorium
$40 per day or $70 for both
We welcome back NASA certified
instructor Susan Kohler, for a two
day workshop for formal, informal
and pre-service educators.
These hands-on, project-based
learning sessions are aligned with
NGSS – Next Generation Science
Standards and can be recreated
in the classroom utilizing simple
materials. Space is limited
so register today. For more
information or to Register on-line
at jolietmuseum.org or call Liz at
(815) 723-5201 ext.221

July 26 » 5:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
CRAFT BEER TASTING ON
THE ROOFTOP
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop
$20 Museum Members & $23
General Public
Register on-line at jolietmuseum.
org or call Mike at (815) 723-5201
ext. 222

June 29 » 7:30 p.m.
ROOFTOP CONCERT –
RIGHTEOUS HILLBILLIES
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop
$8 Museum Members/Students &
$10 General Public
Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and show
starts at 7:30 p.m.
Register on-line at jolietmuseum.
org or call Mike at (815) 723-5201
ext. 222

August 9 » 7:30 p.m.
ROOFTOP CONCERT –
CADILLAC GROOVE
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop
$8 Museum Members/Students &
$10 General Public
Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and show
starts at 7:30 p.m.
Register on-line at jolietmuseum.
org or call Mike at (815) 723-5201
ext. 222

July 25 » 6:307:30 p.m.
PING PONG BATTLE
Black Road Branch
Grades 5-7, registration opens
July 9
Minute to Win It games, table
tennis tournaments, and more fun
with ping pong balls.
July 28 » 3-4 p.m.
MEET STEVE THE SLOTH
AND FRIENDS
Ottawa Street Branch
Children of all ages with adult,
registration opens July 9
It’s the last day of our Summer
Reading Program. Get up close
and personal with Flying Fox
Conservatory’s animals like
a SLOTH, a fruit bat, a boa
constrictor, and many more
including a TARANTULA. Come
learn about some of the most
unique creatures from around our
world.
July 31 » 6:30-7:30 p.m.
THE BEATLES-THEIR
HISTORY IN AN HOUR
PRESENTED BY GARY
WENSTRUP
Ottawa Street Branch
Adults, registration opens May 5
Join College of DuPage adjunct

August 25 » 7:30 p.m.
ROOFTOP CONCERT – M&R
RUSH
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop
$8 Museum Members/Students &
$10 General Public
Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and show
starts at 7:30 p.m.
Register on-line at jolietmuseum.
org or call Mike at (815) 723-5201
ext. 222
September 8 » 6 p.m. – 11 p.m.
SPORTS BASH: A
CELEBRATION OF
CHAMPIONS
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop
$40 per person
Dress in your favorite team
apparel as we host the 2018
Joliet Area Sports Hall of Fame
Induction ceremony and honor all
the Hall of Famers. You will enjoy
live entertainment as you dine
on the most decadent food from
local businesses! Special guests
appearances by sports celebrities
and Hall of Famers. Cash Bar,
50/50 Raffles and Special Raffle
Packages also included. Coffee,
Pop & Water complimentary.
September 14 » 7:30 p.m.
ROOFTOP CONCERT –
STRUNG OUT
Museum’s Outdoor Rooftop

professor,
Gary Wenstrup, as he takes you
through the arc of the Beatles
career.
August 2 » 5-7 p.m.
DISNEY TRIVIA @ ELDER
BREWING
Elder Brewing Co.-218 E Cass
St, Joliet , Adults 21+ only,
registration opens May 5
Match wits with our librarians
and fellow Disney enthusiasts
for the chance to be the top dog
(or mouse). Everything from
Steamboat Willie to Disney’s
current vast catalog of properties
will be covered.
August 18 » 12-4 p.m.
LET’S PLAY. VIRTUAL REALITY
AND VIDEO GAMES
Ottawa Street Branch
Ages 12+, no registration
Join us for an afternoon of
video game fun. Featuring all
new games and equipment
including Playstation VR and
Nintendo Switch. Participants are
encouraged to bring their own
games and systems.

$8 Museum Members/Students &
$10 General Public
Doors open at 6:45 p.m. and show
starts at 7:30 p.m.
Register on-line at jolietmuseum.
org or call Mike at (815) 723-5201
ext. 222
September 22 » 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
GALAXY COMIC BOOK & ART
EXPO
Ages 13 - Adult: $10; 12 & Under:
FREE
This Expo will immerse you in
the world of comic books and
fantasy art; bringing together
fans, collectors, and even future
writers and artists of tomorrow.
Perfect for those who collect
comics, those who like to casually
read them and those that enjoy
the look of fantasy art. Spend the
day talking with the artists who
bring these worlds to life. This
is an expo for the beginner, as
well as the biggest collector of
comics and art. Come play the
free scavenger hunt game and try
your hand at naming the popular
movie depicted on the miniature
paintings. Winners will receive
free raffle tickets for amazing
prizes. For more information,
please visit jolietmuseum.org and
facebook.com/Galaxy-Comic-Bookand-Fantasy-Art-Expo
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ar ou n d t own
live music; performing songs from their
long-anticipated collaborative album
TajMo. Opening Act: Jontavious Willis.

Downtown Events
June 27 » 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
RACE FAN RALLY
Downtown Joliet on Chicago Street,
between Jefferson & Cass Streets
Race Fan Rally is an annual single-day
NASCAR & ARCA fan fest held before
the Monster Energy Cup races at
Chicagoland Speedway. Race Fan Rally
includes live music entertainment, beer
tents, driver appearances, a racecar
simulator, show cars, and drivers giving
on-stage interviews and autograph
sessions.
July 11 - September 12 »
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
JOLIET RT 66 STREET MARKET
On Chicago Street
Enjoy our version of a farmers market
complete with food, art, live music, and
local craft beer each Wednesday night
starting on July 11. Markets are every
Wednesday through September 12.
July 21 » 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.
ART MOVEMENT PRESENTS: IN
THE MAKING
Van Buren Plaza in Downtown Joliet
This brand new collaboration of art and
music is produced by local artists and
musicians and will feature art for sale,
live music, local craft beer, and artist-led
activities for kids. Come out to support
art in your community.

Rialto Events
The Rialto Square Theatre is located
at 102 N. Chicago St. in downtown
Joliet. Opening in 1926, it was
originally designed and operated as
a vaudeville movie palace, but it now
houses musicals, plays, concerts,
standup comedy, educational
programs and more! For tickets,
please go to rialtosquare.com or call
Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000. The
Rialto box office hours are 12 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
and you can call them at (815) 7266600 if you need more information.
August 10 » 7:30 p.m.
TAJMO: TAJ MAHAL & KEB’ MO’
BAND
Tickets: $49 to $125
TajMo: The Taj Mahal & Keb’ Mo’
Band brings to life the Grammy
Award-winning collaboration between

August 4 » 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
KIDZFEST
Downtown Joliet on Chicago Street,
between Jefferson & Cass Streets
Kidzfest is FREE event that includes
many types of interactive, educational
and fun activities for kids. Visit the
Lewis University Kids Campus, bounce
houses, petting zoo, DJ and numerous
other entertainers planning special
activities.
September 8 » 4 – 11 p.m.
FIESTA EN LA CALLE STREET FESTIVAL
Downtown Joliet along Chicago St.
Tickets are $5 in advance/ $10 at the
gate, Open to all ages
Outdoor street festival in the heart of
downtown Joliet featuring live music,
beer tents, authentic Mexican food,
and kids’ zone. For more information,
contact the Joliet Chamber @ (815) 7275371 or jolietchamber.com.

Joliet Blues Week
(AUGUST 10-18)
August 10 » 7:30 p.m.
TAJMO: TAJ MAHAL AND KEB’ MO’
BAND
Rialto Square Theatre
Tickets: $49-$125
TajMo: The Taj Mahal & Keb’ Mo’
Band brings to life the Grammy Awardwinning collaboration between these
two Blues titans in an exciting night of

these two Blues titans in an exciting
night of live music; performing
songs from their long-anticipated
collaborative album TajMo, available
now on Concord Records
August 12 » 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
25TH ANNUAL RIALTO SQUARE
THEATRE WEDDING EXPO
Tickets: $10 in advance, $12 at the door
The Rialto Square Theatre hosts the
25th Annual Rialto Square Theatre
Wedding Expo. We are thrilled to host
local vendors and future brides in
one of the most spectacular venues
in all of Chicagoland. The Wedding
Expo gives us the opportunity to
connect future brides with some of
the most desired wedding vendors
in the area, all while showing off the
incredible Rialto Square Theatre!
#TBTuesday Summer Movie
Series
The new summer movie series,
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August 11 » 4 p.m. to 12 a.m.
JOLIET BLUES FESTIVAL
Admission: $10 advance/$15 door
Billie Limacher Bicentennial Park
The inaugural Joliet Blues Festival
opens with “Big Dog” Mercer at 4 p.m.,
followed by: The HepKats at 5:30 p.m.,
Blues Victim at 7 p.m., Mike Wheeler
Band 8:30 p.m., and Jamiah “Blues
Superman” Rogers Band at 10 p.m.
August 15 » 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
THE SMILEY TILLMON BAND
Rt. 66 Street Market along Chicago
Street in Downtown Joliet
Live music from The Smiley Tillmon
Band will wind through the tents at the
Joliet street market during Joliet Blue
Week. After 55 years on the local blues
scene, Tillmon serves up the blues and
soul standards that people never seem
to stop craving, his rich vocals and fluid
guitar backed by a band that keeps his
grooves tight and right. The market
opens at 4 p.m. and the band will start
around 6 p.m.
August 18 » 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
BLUES & BREWS ON 66
Downtown Joliet on Chicago Street,
between Jefferson & Cass Streets
Don’t miss our third year of this exciting
festival that embraces the history of
blues in Joliet. Blues & Brews on 66
combines a blues fest with a craft
beer fest. We will again feature live
entertainment by multiple blues artists,
cold brews, and food vendors. This year
admission to the blues fest is FREE.
There is a cost for the craft beer tasting
VIP area.

#TBTuesday Summer Movie Series,
is a nod to our Vaudeville movie
palace past, and will feature past and
recently past movies for the entire
family. Tickets are $5, available dayof and seating is general admission.
Movies start at 7 p.m. and include:
Independence Day | June 26
The Sandlot | July 24
Father of the Bride | August 28
The Sound of Music: Sing-A-Long
Edition | September 25
School Matinee Series
The Rialto is thrilled to announce the
2018-2019 Rialto Square Theatre
School Matinee Series presented
by Midland States Bank. Teachers
can reserve their tickets now for the
upcoming school year. The first show
is on October 26, so don’t wait. For
more information, visit rialtosquare.
com/schoolmatinees or call the box
office at (815) 726-6600.

Joliet Park
District
The Joliet Park District offers many activities all
over Joliet from the many parks and the 3 golf
courses to the Inwood Athletic Club, Inwood
Ice Skating Rink and Splash Station Waterpark.
Please visit jolietpark.org or call (815) 7417275 for more information. Just a few of the
many activities include the following:
June 22 - 24 » Noon - Midnight
Taste of Joliet
ATI Field at Joliet Memorial Stadium, 3000 W.
Jefferson St. General Admission $11 online,
$16 day of show
All ages. 3 day music + food festival featuring
Rick Springfield, Dennis DeYoung and the
Music of Styx, and 7th Heaven on June 22,
Brothers Osborne, Chase Rice, Chris Lane,
and Stephen Neal on June 23 and Los Angeles
de Charly on June 24. Over 25 food vendors,
carnival and kids zone. Visit tasteofjoliet.com
for more information. This is the summer event
you do not want to miss.
July 19 » 7 p.m.
SUNDOWNER 5K
Pilcher Park, Gougar & Route 30. $35, All ages.
Set on a tree lined trail through historic Pilcher
Park, the Sundowner 5K features a new route
on a newly paved course.
September 23 » 8 a.m.
AIRPORT FESTIVAL
Joliet Airport, 4000 W. Jefferson St.
Don’t miss one of Joliet Park District’s best free
events. There is free admission, free parking,
pancake breakfast, food vendors, planes on
display, airplane rides, helicopter rides and
kids activities. Some of the activities do charge
fees.
The Joliet Park District also has Concerts in
the Park for all ages every third Friday at
Preservation Park (710 Taylor St.) from 6:30
p.m. – dusk. The concerts are free. Don’t
forget to bring a picnic basket full of goodies
and lawn chairs.
•
July 20 » NOVA SOUL (Dance, funk,
soul, favorites from the 60’s & 70’s to the
modern stuff)
•
August 18 » JAMES BULANDA (Frank
Sinatra Tribute)
•
September 15 » AD3 ACOUSTIC TRIO
(Acoustic variety)
Movies in the park is a free Joliet Park District
family-friendly event. Bring a blanket and
snacks. Concessions will be sold and movies
start at dusk. In case of inclement weather, the
movie will be cancelled.
•
June 29 » THE EMOJI MOVIE
Briese Park, Ingalls Ave & 129th Infantry
Drive
•
July 13 » CARS 3
Theodore Crossing Park, Cambria Drive
(between Fitzer Drive and Dauphin
Drive)
•
July 27 » COCO
Inwood Park, 3000 Jefferson St.
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