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Why is a New Source Needed? 
Commission members currently rely on groundwater for all their water needs.

A new source is needed to provide 
current customers with a reliable, 
high quality supply of water that  
can meet existing demands and  
support future growth and 
development in our communities.

The Illinois State Water 
Survey predicts that some 
deep groundwater wells 
in the area will begin to 
fail by 2030, impacting the 
ability of communities to 
meet summer demands.

gpwc-il.org

What is the AWSP?
The Alternative Water Source Program is a regional e� ort 
to replace declining groundwater sources and address 
emerging water quality issues with a reliable, long-term 
supply of treated Lake Michigan water purchased from 
the City of Chicago by 2030. At completion, the Program 
will benefi t more than 300,000 people.

 B E N E F I T S : 
• Reliable, long-term water supply

• Supports continued growth and development

• High quality, great tasting source water
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A new source will 
address emerging 
water quality 
issues for shallow 
groundwater 
wells.

C O N S T R U C T I O N  D E TA I L S : 
✓  Extension of Chicago water tunnel 

✓  62 miles of water transmission pipeline

✓  Pipeline crossings of I-294, I-355, I-55, I-80, Cal-Sag 
 Channel, Des Plaines River, DuPage River

✓  3 large water pumping stations

✓  3 water storage facilities (9.5 million gallons total)

✓  13 water delivery facilities

✓ Regional control and data acquisition system

✓ Projected total Program cost: $1.45 billion



Approval of an innovative 100-year water 
supply agreement with the City of Chicago.

Receipt of fi nal Lake Michigan 
allocation orders for all Members

Completion of preliminary design for major water 
pumping, storage, and transmission facilities

Adoption of comprehensive baseline program 
schedule, budget, and funding strategy

A  R E G I O N A L  A P P R O A C H :
Channahon, Crest Hill, Joliet, Minooka, Romeoville, and Shorewood have formally established the Grand Prairie Water 
Commission and are continuing their collaborative e� orts to build the regional water transmission infrastructure required to 
bring Lake Michigan water to their communities. Recent milestones include:

Program Costs and A� ordabilty:
The Commission’s budget for completion of the Alternative Water Source Program by 2030 is approximately $1.45 
billion. The program team and Commission members are working aggressively to manage projected construction and 
operating costs, while taking action to secure low-interest loan and grant funding that can help keep water a� ordable 
for customers throughout the region.

Long-term commitment 
from Chicago to charge 
a water rate refl ecting 
only the cost of service for 
facilities used to supply 
water to the Commission.

Funding strategy 
that leverages 
fl exible, low-interest 
loan funding from 
state and federal 
agencies to control 
fi nancing costs.

Independent review, value 
engineering analysis, and 
contractor engagement to 
promote the development 
of cost-e� ective designs 
and construction strategies. 

  How can I 
learn more?

Visit the Commission website at www.gpwc-il.org to sign up for 
updates, view reports and ask questions about the program. 

Program Implementation Schedule

2030
Start-up, Commissioning, 

Monitoring

2025 to 2030
Construction

2023 to 2024
Design and Development

gpwc-il.org

Construction activities for the Chicago Connection Facilities are anticipated to begin in the fi rst quarter of 2025.


