
The City of Joliet signed a confidentiality agreement with Hillwood during early discussions 
about a potential data center project. These agreements are common for large projects 
because they allow both sides to share sensitive business information while protecting the 
City’s interests. The City’s goal is to ensure a fair and impartial process that includes 
meaningful citizen involvement and reflects community values. 

The City remains committed to transparency throughout the process. Reports and 
documents required as part of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) process will remain 
open for public review. The agreement is an understanding between the City and Hillwood 
that the City retains full decision-making authority regarding public transparency and 
access to information, consistent with the law. 

The agreement also protects taxpayers. Hillwood must cover the City’s costs, including 
legal fees, related to any disputes over confidential information, as long as the City acted in 
good faith and followed the law. The City is committed to providing the public access to the 
documents necessary to make an informed decision. 

The City recognizes its duty to act as a fair and impartial decision-maker for all parties and 
understands the importance of this project to the community. 
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